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Schedule of Amendmenis made by the Legisla-
twe Council in the * The Crown Suits Bill.”

No. 1.—0On pago 8, Clanse 27, line 6: Strike
out “plead or dvmur to” and insert * and
defend.”

No. 2—0n page B, Clause 27: Strike ont
all the words between “ allow,” in the eighth
line, *aad,” in the eleventh line.

No. 3—On page 10, Clause 37, line 4
Strike out* One ” and insert * 'wo.”

C. LEE STEERE,
Clerk of the Council.
25/9/95.

Reasons of the ‘Legislative Assembly for
disagreeing to Amendment No. 3 of the
Legislative Council in the Crown Suits
Bill.

That the amendment of the FLegislative
Counncil increases the limit of the burden fixed
by the Legislative Assembly on the public in
respect of damage for persomal injury sus.
tained through accidents on Government Rail-
ways, and is, therefore, an infringement of the
privileges of the Legislative Assembly.

Warrer A. GaLE,
Clerk of the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council, at 5.30 o’clock, p.m., adjourned
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until Thursday, 3rd October, 1893, at 430

o'clock, p.m.

Donnybrooks Railway Bill.

Tegislative Assembly,
Wednesday, 2nd October, 1895,

Establishment of Weekly Jail Service to Pavker's
Range—Distribution of Parliauentary Paper:
and ** Hansard" Debates— Reservation of Royal
Asseat to Coustitution Act Anendment (Abolition
of Aborigines Board) Kill—Loan [Fstimates,
18056 : introdueed and considured in committe
—{oldfields Bl - considiation qf Committees
i popt=—Electoral BHE: in coumrittee— Luifding
Aet Amendmeat B » in committee—Public
Health Act dwmendment Hill : in  commitice—
Adjonrcument,

Tue8PEAKER took the chair at 4.300"¢lock,

p.m,

PravERs,

WEEKLY MAIL SERVICE TO PARKER'S
RANGE,

Me. MORAN, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether he would instruet
the Postmaster-General to establish a weekly
mail service to the rapidly-growing mining
centre ut Parker’s Range.

Tre PREMIER (Bon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the Postinaster-Generul informed
himn that he would make inquiries, and, if the
muil service to Parker's Range were justified,
he would arrange for ifs re-establishment.

OF PARLIAMENTARY
PAPERS,

Mz, SIMPSON, without notice, desired to
draw the attention of the Premier tothe fact
that the resdJution passed by the House lusl
sesgion to the effect that Hanserd and other
Partinmentary papers should be distributed
throughont institutions in the country dis-
tricts, was not being carried ount.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) soid it
had escaped his knowledge that there was
such n resolution, bat he would have anquiries
made.

DISTRIBUTION

DONNYBROOK 10 BRIDGETOWN RATLWAY
BILL.

Introduced by Sir Joux ForrzsT, and read
a first time.

SUPPLIES FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE TO
BE ADVERTISED.

Mge. RANDELL said: The object I had in

- yiew, 8ir, in placing on the notice paper a
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roselution —* That this Honse is of opinion
that, as far as possible, it is desirable that
supplies for the public service should be oh-
tnined by menns of tenders, invited by adver-
tisement,” has, I understand, been already
attained. I am informed that the Ruilway
Department does intend to advertise for
tenders for the particular class of suppliesl
had in my mind, when I gave notice of the
motion, Underthe circnmstances { beyg lenve to
withdrnw the notion.
Motion by leave withdrawn,

RESERVATION OF ROYYAL ASSENT TO 'THE
CONSTITUTTON ACT AMENDMENT
(ABOLITION OF ABORIGINES BOARD)
BILL.

Mr. SIMPSON, in accordance with notice,
moved “ 'Uhat, in the opinion of this House,
the continued reservationh of assent by the
Crown to the Coanstitution Act Amendment
Bill relating to the Abolition of the Aborigines
Board, unanimously passed by the Legislature,
is subversive of the rights of the people of
this colony, and is mnot calculated to inspire
confidence in the Imperinl recognition of the
principle of colonial self-government.” 1In
introducing the motion, the hon. member
said: In giving nofice, Myr. Spenker, of the
motign standing in my name, [ wish to
direct particnlar attention to the unnecessary
delay in the sanction of a weasure which
received such unnnimouws support from the
representatives of the people in this country.
The position has, however, since been slightly
sltered, owing to the receipe of » despatch
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies
regarding the matter. L anderstand that the
Premier will propose a certain proceeding on
the part of this House, which will also meet
the views of those hon. members who are
desirons of secing some solution to this
question, 1 do nok think that any one who
peruses the despatch to which I have referred
will come to any other conelusion than that
it is most nosatisfactory. In face of the fact
that the arguments on the matter are so
patent, and hon. members have formed such a
streng conclusion in their own minds, there is
00 necessity for me to go . ver the whole of the
facts. All we can do now is simply to deal
with the despatch, and, a3 T have already said,
I understaud the Premier intends to submit

aproposa! in order to meet what is requisite

now. 1 beg to submit the motion.
Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) : Mr.
Speaker —After consulting with the hon.
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gentlemun who has tabled this  wetion,
I beg to move, as an amendwment, “'That
having considered the Colonial Office
Despatch, Ne. 32, dated the 26th August,
1893, this House resolves that the following
Memorial to the Right Honorable the
Secretnry of State for the Colonies he forward-
ed through His Excellency the Adminis-
trator.”” 1 think this will be the best course
for us to adopt, if we desire to gain the end
we have in view, namely, to forward this
resolution, and the Memerial, together with
the correspondence which has taken place on
this subject. I propose,after this Houngo has
adopted the Memorial, to submit it to the
Legislative Council, for the assent of thai
Chamber, ns well as this. 1 think hon. mem.
bers will find the Memorial has been carefully
drafted, and will meet their views. I wova
that the Memorinl be rend, aa follows :—

“To TRe Rrant HoworabrLe JosepR CHAN-
pERTAIN, M P., HEr MAJESTY'S SECRETARY
OF STATE FOR THE COLONLES.
“ The Memorial of the Parliement of Weslera
Australia humbly showeth:
«1. Thata RBill intitnled ‘The Constitu.
“ tion Act Fnrther Amendwent Bill’ was passed
“nnonimously by both Houses of the Legisla-
“ ture of this Colony at the Sessiom of Parlia-
“ment held in 1894, and was, in accordance
“ with *‘'The Western Australian Conatitution
« Act, 1890, reserved by the Governor for the
“gignifieation of Her Mnjesty’s pleasure
“ therzon.
“2. The cbject of this Bill was to repeal
“ Clanse 70 in the last mentioned Act, which
« provides inter alia, that there shallbe payable
“{o Her Mujesty cvery yenr the sum of £5,000
“to be appropriated to the welfare of the
* Aboriginal Nutives, and to be expended by
“the Aborvigines Board at their discretion,
“gubiect to the aole control of the Governor,
“and further providing thut when the gross
“revenue of the Colony shball exceed Fivo
* Hundred Thousand Pouuds in any financial
“ year, an amount equal to one per centum on
“guch groes revenue shall be substitutad for
“ the said sum of Five Thousand Pounds.
“3, We desire to point out that the inclu-
“ gipn of this Clause in the Constitution Act
“ wage most strenunously opposed when the Bill
* was heing considered by the Legislature, ag
“ it was, in the opinion of most members,
** gasting an unmerited stigmaupon the Go.
“ vernment and people of the Colony, by com-

. *pelling them to provide funda for the wel-
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“ fare of the aborigionl natives, the expendi.
* ture of which funds waa subject to the sole

“ control of the Governor, ndvised by a Board i

“ not responsible to Parliawent; und was

* finally agreed 10 only after o statement made |
“ by the Government, that the Constitution

“ Act would not be assented to unless this
* provigion for the aborigines were gontained.

“ 4. We heliove that there is no precedent |

** in the Constitutions of any of the self-govern-
“ing British Colonics fur excepting any mat-
“ ter connected with their interual administra-
“ tion from the control of the I'arliaments of
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“ such eolonies, and it is felt here ns o greut |

“ grievance thut, in order to ohtain the advan-
* tage of Responsible Government (snadvan-
« tage which Lord Ripon, the late Secretary
“ of Stute, stnted on n receut publie occasion
* had been u great fuetor in the present pros-
“ perity of Western Australia}, we should,
* without any just canse, be placed in such an
“ invidious position us o gelf-governing and
“law-abiding community.

* 5. We need not enter into the namerouns
* reasons given by the Government in corres-
“ pondence {copy of which iscnclosed) address-
“ ed to Governor Sir Willinm Rolimscn, and
* transmitted by him te the Secretary of Stute,
“ why the sole control and management of the
* welfare of the aboriginal natives should he in
* the hands of the Government of the Colony,
* but we desire to sny that such reasons are,
“in our opinion, incontrovertible, und we
* entirely concur in them.
“ 6. The amount paynlle under the pro-
visione of Clanse 70, which is sought to be
“ repealed, has increased from £5,000 in 1890
“ to £11,259 in 1895, «nd we feel confident that
“ Parlinment will cheerfully provide any funds
** which may be found necessury for the support
“ and welfare of the the Aboriginal Natives
* of this Colony, and that this object can be
“ Letter obtained when under the control and
* management of the Government then nuder
“ {he present Aborigines Board, who are power-
*“ less to administer their functions withount
* the active assistance of Governmentofficials.

*“7. The Legislature of the Colony learns
“ with much econ¢ern from your Despatch, No
* 22, of the 26th August last, that you hesitate

Loan Eslimates, 1895-6.

“ of the Colony is so etrong in regard to this
“ exceptional legislation, that nothing less
‘" than its repeal will ever he considered sntis-
"fuctory; and, further, no mcasure denling
* with the question, other than in the way
“ conteined in the Reserved Bill, could poa-
“ sibly be passed through Parlinment.

*“ 8. In view of the foregoing circumstances
“ the and the ELegislative Assembly
“ confidently trust that Her Majesty may be
" ndvised, without further delay, to give her
“ pasent to this Bill, which was reserved for
“ the signification of Her Mujeaty's pleasure
* thereon, and thus relicve the Government
“ and people of this Colony from being placed
* in the humiliating position of being the only
“ Australagian colony which, by the operation
* of the ¢lause inthe Constitution Act which
“ iv is sought to repeal, incurs the undeserved
“ pugpicion of being incapable of dealing in o
* justand huwane manner with the A borigin:tl
“ Natives of Western Australin.”

“ And your Memorinlists will ever pray,” &c.

Mz. SIMPSON: By leave of the House I
should like to withdraw iy motion in favor of
the amendment now submitted by the Premier.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

The amendment of the Premier thereupon
became the snbstansive motion.

Me. HARPER : T should like, Sir, before we
vote on this motion, to have the opportunity of
cogparing the Memorial with the Despatch,

Mr. LEFROY: I shouid also like to go
through the mewmorial carefully. It appears
to me to be a matter in which we should be
careful, and it might also have a stronger
effect if it is nol carried foo hastily.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat) : Post-
pone the subject until to.morrow, then.

Me. MARMION: I move that the debate
be adjourned until to-morrow.

Question, that the debate be adjourned the
next sitting, puvt and passed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1895-96,
Tax PREMIER (Hdon. Sir J. Forrest) in

' accordance with notice, moved that the House

“to edviso Her Majesty to assent to the

** Reserved Bill, and that you suggest that the
« ¥0th Section of “The Constitution Act ™
* ghould be modified ruther than repealed.

“ In this suggestion tae Legisluture regrets
*‘ it caunot concuz, as the feeling of the people

de now resolve itself into a comwittee of the
whole to consider the Estimates of Expendi-
ture from Loan Funds, for the twelve months
ending 30th June, 1396.

Question put and passed.

Tar SPEARER left the chair.

1IN COMMITTEE,

Tas PREMIELR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), in in-
troducing the Loan Estimates, 1895-6, said :
Mr. Fraylen,—In wmoving these Estimates, it
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is not necessary that 1 should say very wuch. 1 the Eestimates nre alwuys liberally framed. It

It will be found that these kistimates show
theworks the Guvernment propoese to doduring
the present year, and which works are
provided for under the variousn Loan Acts.
The returns given in these estimaies between
the 24th and 37th pages show what has
alrendy been expended, 2nd what is proposed
to be expended, together with thefhalances
estimated to be avnilable at the end of the
year in regnrd to the items in the various
Loan Acte. They also show the progress made
with the expenditure at the end of the finan-
cinl year, and also the progress anticipated to
be made daring the progress of the present
year. Hon, members will find & good deal
of valuable information, and also the par-
ticulara of public works in hand, or to be
taken in hand and provided for by votes
provided in the loan funds. Tha money
required to prosecute these works to com-
pletion is legally available wnder the Loan
Acts, but I propose to make an alteration in
the procedure adopfed hitherto. Hitherto, it
has heen the practice to have nmo other
appropriation than the authority of the YLoan
Acts. After the Estimnates bave been passed
thig year, however, I propose to introduce
thems ag o schedule fo the Appropriation Aet
in thesame way nz they do it insome of the
other colcnies—at any rate in Queensland.
This will be a better method of dealing with
the Loun Estimates than the practice hitherto
followed, nnd, after they have been dealt with
in this House, they can be submitted to the
Leyislative Council, in the shape they nppenr
here, It scems to wme to be preferable (o
include them in one Appropriation Act, so
that we cam them know exactly the legal
authority for the expeunditure, although I
believe the Attorney-General will not adwit
we had not full legal authority under the old
course, and that the Acts thamselves are
sufficicnt approprintion. "This House, wnder
“our Audit Act, has to approve of the ex.
penditure every year from Loan Funds. It
bns also to approve of the salaries to be
paid to officers congaged in earrying out
loan works. It has also to approve
of the amount stated by the Govern-
ment 8s sufficient expenditure for any one year.
The amount estimated to be expended last
year was £987,037, while the amount actnally
expended wa»only £606,501, 50 that the Public
Works Department spent less that the estimate
by £380,536. 'This seems a large amount, hut

is always difficuit to estimate the amount of
stores required, and to determine the exact
moment these stores shonld be charged to any
pacticular vote. A good deal of the expendi-
ture is to be accounted for by funde which
have gone forward in connection with publie
works, but which huve not heen charged to
the particular vote, at the end of the financial
year. The estimated expenditure for this year
is £863,460; nand, of this amount, the sum of
£39,561 is for saluries. This is less then 5 per
cent. of the whole expenditure, of course, If
the wmount expended is lese thon the estimatbe,
the salaries will be reduced in proportion
us well. If hon. members take the trouble fo
look through the figures, they will ind that
the expendititre on saluries last yenr was in
this proportion to the total expenditure. Last
year the eatimate for snluries was £44,083, but
only £25,128 was actunlly spent. This was at
the ratio of only a little over4 per cent, so that
while the expenditure wae over estimated to
the extent of £380,536, in other words
the salaries were reduced in proportion
to the sum actually expended. Hon,
mowbers will notice that the amounts
appropriated out of the Loan of 1884 are
almost all spent ; and, by another year, they
will have altogether disappeared from the
Estimates. Then, in regard to the Loan of
1891, this being the first loap raised under the
new Constitution, the appropriations under it
are nearly all expended, with the exception of
the Immigration Vote, which wili leave an es.
timated balence at the ead of the yoar of
£36,258 183, 8d. The expenditure out of this
loan during the current year is estimated to
amount to £38,712 17s. 9d. ; end, if we except
the amount of the Immigration Voteas not
now being a necessary expenditure, the whole
of the money remaining from the Loan of 1891
will have been expended by the end of June
next. Hon, members will notice that the ex-
penditure remaining Lo be made out of the 1891
Loan is ou small items, for finishing the worka
which were authorised nnder that Loan Act.
In regard, next, to the Loan of 1893, it will be
noticed that £8,167 8s. 1d. vemained to be
spent when the finaocial year began, for
the completion of four large tanks for
water on the Yilgarn Railway, and I
have no donbt that amount has been ex-
expended during the three months that have
gince clapsed. There was also, at the und of
Jure last, a small balance of £1,69516s. 24., to
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be expended on deviations and re-luying of
raila for improving the Easterm Railway;
though, I am sorry to say, this amount will
pot be sufictenc to complete that work, and
some considerable amonnt—probably £15,000
additionnl—will be required to complete this
important work. It will nlsc be noticed that
other amounts ramain to he expended on
gseveral items provided for in the Loan of 1893,
including a sum of £14,580 for tke commence-
ment and partinl completion of Railway Work-
shops, The balancs estimated (o remain
of this Loan at the end of June next will be
£17,392; and that amount includes. of course,
a sum of £11,595 voted for charges and
expenses of rnising lonns, but which will not
be required for thia purpose. Hon. members
will notice, by reference to page 30 of the
printed Loan Estinates, that £25,000 wuavoted
out of the 1893 Loun for thia purpose ; but’ only
purt of the wmount having been required,
there remains a balance of £11,595, which it is
proposed to re-appropriate in order to sapple-
ment the amount available for Item 3,—
namely, the deviations to improve the
grades on the Eastern Railway. There
is no occasion now to keep this halance
for the purpose of paying chargesand expenses
of raising loans, becanse there is also availuble,
out of the loun of 1894, a sum of £30,000 appro-
printed for the same purpose, but not reguired
on account of the very fuvorable terms on
which thatloan was raised. Referring next to
the Estimates in connection with the Loan of
1894, hon. membirs will recollect that we have
ruised one half of the authorised amount,
pamely, £750,000, and the Governwent pro-
pose to expend, during the cnrrent financial
year, a totul of £795,7G6, leaving an estimated
balance out of the 1894 loan, at the end of Jun:
next, to be raised and expended in foture. T
glud to boable to tell the House, as hon, mem-
bers may perhaps see for themselves, thatl
every itew of work authorised under the Loan
Act of 1894 hasbeen commenced and proceededd
wiih, or will be taken in hand during the
current year. Tdomnot think T need say uny-
thing more in regard to these Estimates. Thesc
Loan Estimates are not quite in the snme posi-
tion as the annual Estimates of expendifure
out of ordinnry revenue, in that we have not
come tothe House and ask approvalfor doing
certain works or undertaking new projects :
because all these works, to be executed
or completed out of loan funds, have
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Estimates are submitted to this House nerely
as an explanation and suggestion in regard to
the amounte which the Government amtici-
pate to expend on the several items during
the current year; all the questions as to the
worlis themselves havieg heen disposed of by
the works being nuthorised. I think there
will be no guestion on the part of hon.
mewber® at this stage, as to the usefulness of
those works which have been authorised ; and
as to the amouut of work we propose to carry
out during this year, [ may sny the desire of
the Government is to push on with all the
works that have been anthurised by Parlin-
ment in the several Loan Aects, as quickly as
possible. Our Estimates are based on wha$
we think it is practicable for ua te do during
the yenr. I now beg to move the first item—
“ Sularies and allownnces, £39,561.”

Mg ILLINGWOQRTH, referring to the
Estimates generally, said he wished to call
attention to the fact that this method of
dealing with TLosn expenditure was very
unusual, and likely to create counsideralle
dificulty and dunger ; because the House
having once authoriged certain works by paes-
ing a Loan Act for raising the money for their
construction, it was not desirable that such
decision should be revised, with a liability to
ite being upset, by the process of ngain
sanctioning this Loan expenditure each year
during the continuance of the worksauthorised.
This procedure did practically give the power

' to undo, by the fresh decision of a chanee

majoriby, that which bad heen previously
considared and sanctioned under o Loan Act;
and he contended that legislntion pagsed iua
regular wuy should be repenled only by the
regular process of a Bill being brought in for
the purpose, if deemed necessary., The progress
of important works might be jeopardised or
stopped by this inconvenient and irregular
procedura. [The CommisstoNER OF RATLwaAYSE:
That might be ngood thing.] Yes; it might be
good or bad ; but was it desirable to alter an
Act of Parlisment simply by subjecting its
scheduled items to the annual nncertainty
of u chance vote, in reference to works whoase
supporters might be absent from the House on
the particular oceasion # The Cue Railway, for
instance, might have been passed last session
by a small majority ; and yet, after the monvy
had been borrowed und the work commenced,
a chance majority, when reviewing the Loan

, Estimatbes, might stop the work, by refusing

heen alvendy approved by Parlinmenl. These | to puss the item.
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Tne COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. H. W. Venn) snid the Andit Act required
this procedare ; and, of course, one of the
contingencies of the procedure was that a
work anthorised in one session might be
stopped by resolution in a subsequent session,
and each authorised Loian work was thus, as
the hon. member had said, made dependent on
o chunce majority. Personally, he did not
like the procedure, hecanse it cuused much
trouble to lus departwent; but the procedure
could be gut rid of only by repealing the pro-
vision in the Audit Act.

Mr. CONNOR asked whether, in the event of
the first item being thrown out, all the works
in the Loan Estimates would be stopped, or
what would be the position ?

THr PREMIER: We would bring it in again
next year.

Mg CONNER: 1f the item were thrown
out, would not that decision block all the Loun
works ia the colony P

Tueg COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
That is a power the Honge has,—to pass an
adverse vote, now thut the Loan Estimates
are before it.

Me. LOTON eaid the hon. wember for
Nanunine, in raising this guestion, shonld have
poiated out in what wiy the House could have
a voice in the anpual expenditure of loun
monays, if the Estimates were not to be lnid
before it for revision. Was the mouth of
Parlizment to be shut ever after huving
passed a Loan Bill, in reference to the spend-
ing of the money ? "There shounld be sufficient
good sense among members in agrecing that,
after Loan works had been authorised in a
Bill, those works shonld go on 1o completion,
if ntill deemed desirable; and if o majority of
mewmbers were in favor, at any time, of not
going on with particular works, the members
composing that majority should be prepared
to take the responsibility of their action in
stopping the works.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the present procedure seemed to him renson-
ableand right. No risk was run that should
not be incurred in this annual ravision of the
Loan Estimates. There might be mo more
in¢onvenience in stopping & loan work than in
refusing to sunction an iwportant work which
the Government proposed to construct out of
current reveuue. If the House had not the
power of revising the Loan Estimutes, n
Government, having once got a LoanBill pas-
sed, oonld raise the money and go on speading
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it without the supervision of this House,
That was actunlly the position at ove period.
but a majority of members wanted to ulter the
procedure for securing to the House s continn-
ous vontrol over the spending of Loan money,
and the Government of the day had to give
way. Hisown opinion was that this procedure
was a useful one, If amajority of members
were to resolve that the cunstruction of the
Cue Railway should not go on, that work
would bave to bestopped ; and the money
approprinled toit out of loan might Le re.
appropriated to some other work—possibly for
a railway from [sperance Bay or some other
place. Of course, if there were a sufficient
majority to wake asweeping chonpe like that,
there¢ would be a sufficient majority to repeal
the Act. The procedure in Queenslund and
is Sonth Australia was the same as here, and
these Estimates were identical in form with
those of South Australia.

Mg. SOLOMON suid the present procedure
appeared to him a proper one for enmabling
Parlinment to reviseand control the loan ex-
penditure. The necessity for altering & par-
ticular approvristion wight become evident,
through the circumstances changing ; and, ns
Parlinment conld at any time undo what it
had done previonsly, there was veally nothing
in the objection raised by the hon. mewber.
Indeed it was rather surprising tha the objec-
tion came from that quarter.

‘Tue COMMTSSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hov. A.R. Richardson) said vhat though there
might be disndvantages under the present pro-
cedure, there were also advantages; for it
might be a happy circumstance that Parlia-
ment shonld be enabled, in altered circum-
stances, to check the expenditure of money,
suy on the railway to Cue, if later davelopments
were not such as to warrant the continuance of
that work,

Mgr. MORAN asked whether it was com-
petent for 1 member to substitute other words
in an item, such as the name of u place, so ns
to change the expenditure from one place to
another.

Tne CHAIRMAN said no hon. member conld
propose to divert certain woneys already sap-
propriated.

M. MORAN said any member might pro-
pose. 1t any time, by motion, that a certuin
public wurk be not proceeded with; and mem-
bers having that power, he saw pothing in
the point raised by the hon. member for
Nanuine.
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Mgz. LOTON, referring ‘o salaries and allow- | (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the Engincer-in-

ances, said that, whatever might be the cost of
an efficient staff for large public works, ex-
perience had shown that the preparatory work
had been very elliciently done hy the staff, al-
though the charge in the office departments
had been apparently alittle high. It was de-
sirable that every detail with regard to public
works should be well and carefully prepared
by the officinl staff. 'I'heresultinthe past bad
been that tenders in connection with railways
had been very much lower thap at any pre-
vious time, and lower, possibly, than thoy
would have been if less ¢are had been De-
stowed upon the preparatory work. I'herefore,
the question of salaries might well be left in
the hands of the chief of the dapartment.

Vote, for sularies and ellowances, put and
passed.

Loan, 1884--£1,245 1s. Gd. (cxclusive of
saluries) :

Put and passed.

Loun, 1888—.£101 7s.
salaries) :

Pat and passed.

Loan, 1891,—.£36,692 17s. 9d. (uxclusive of

. salaries) :

Me. R, ¥, SHOLL, referring to item 3 (Rail-
way from Gerialdton to Mullewa, £11,136 la.
5d.), said he thought this work hud been com-
pleted long ago.

Tux PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) suid
this amount was a re-approprintion. An
amount paid to the contractor had not been
charged to this vote, pending u re-appropri-
ation, which the Andit Department considered
necessary, befo: ¢ passing the payment out of
the £25000 appropriated for the Geraldton
jetty.

Tue COMMISSONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. M. W. Venn) said the estimated halance
from this Loan at the end of June next would
be £36,258, und the estimaled expenditure out
of this loun for the current year was £38,713;
s0 that there would Le, ut the end of the year,
a small eredit balance of two or three thou-
sand pounds available for sech works as sid-
ings, that were required on the line.

Mg. RANDELL, referring to item 4 (im-
provements to Eastern Railway and Railway
Stations, £6,159 0s. 1d.), asked if the Cow-
wissioner was satigfied that the best available

2d. (exclusive of

appeared {00 acute, and might have to be
altered in the future.
Tae COMMISSIONER oF RAILWAYS

Chief had vxpressed himself decidedly on the
matter. ‘I'bhe great saving expecled from these
improvewents was in the grades und the
reduction in cost of haulage would be
considerable, Of course it would he also
desirable tu improve the more acute grades, if
woney were availably, He anticipated n great
veduction in the generul oxpenses when the
new daviations were completed, snd Lhe curves
would not operate so much as the grades would
do, in regard to the expenditure. Curves ware
Leing constantly altered, in a winor degree,
Ly the regular staff,

Mz. A. FORRUESY usked the Commissioner
of Railways to explain how it was that the
Deviation hnd cost wnearly £20,000 more
than the estimate. It seemed to hiw that the
highly-paid enginecring staff ought not Lo Le
a0 wide of the mark in caleulating what the
colony would have to pay for so short a line
of railwny. When the House was told that a
line would cost & given swm, it wua not stis-
factory for the financial cutlay to umount to
nearly thirty-three per cent. more than the
estimate, although it might rasopably be
expected that there would be a few extras.

I'ue COMMISSIONER OF HAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) was very glad to hove the
opporiunity of explaining the item. The
extra cost was dute to natural dificulties swhich
had been unexpectedly encounteredin the
torwation of the cutting threugh which the
line passed, and which the trial bores made Ly
the engineerinyg staff had fuiled to disclose.
The vock cut throngh wus what was technic-
ally known as “ greasy back,” in othes words,
it was of o kind thal would not bold together
when it was plerced at the ungle ut the sides
of the eutting which the plans had provided
for. The result was that the contractor had
hud to remove u preat deal more of the
mnterial than wounld huve been necessary
in order ty have made the cutting safe for
railway traffic, if the rocik had heen of a dif-
ferent formation. The strata to which he re-
ferred was veryseldow metwith, anditwas im-
posaible for the engincering stalf toforesee that
it was to be formed on thevoute of the line.

. The engineers, of course, could not know

mwore of the character of the country vhan the

. bores diselosed, nnd the hores should not go
curves had been obtained, as some of them -

through any of the yieding rock that had
becn the cause of the line costing more than
had been sstimuted, but the extra expense
hud not been undaly large, as the extra stufl
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had been taken out by the contractor at [ that the enlargement of the buildings was, he

schedule rates. Another cause of more being
spent upon the line than the original calcul-
ation, was the deviation had been re-laid with
601, rails. At the same time, the enlarged
outluy on the line was not so great us the
hon. member for West Kimberley had stated,

|
|
|

the difference being not £20,000, but £15,050, -
of which £9,000 had becn spent upon the re- ;

Inying of the deviation.

Mg. A. FORREST said the explavation of
the Commissioner of Railways was bhardly
antisfactory, as he had waundered off into
statemwents concerning the reluying of rails, in
answer to a question us to why the conslruc-
tion of the line itself had so greatly exceeded
the estimite of the engineering sinff. So
many of the loading members of that staff had
been npon the route of the lisge for monthe,
and had had the superintending of the t:ial
bores, that it might have been expected that
the estimate would have uamed the approxi.
mate cost of the line, When the working of a
railway was let by public tender at s certain
price, it was not satisfactory to the public, nor
to those who had unsuccessfully tendered to
see the conbragtor get so much more money
for the work than had been agreed upon
When estimates were
House, the Minister und his staff should be

thought, a point upon which hon. members
and the Public Works Department should be
felicitated rather than one to be decried.

Me. B. F. SHOLL would like tosay, in
regard to the reply of the Commigsioner of
Railways, that he (Mr. Sholl) understood that
tha cost of putting down G0lb. rails on the
line had been voted by the House as a special
itewm, and therefore he should not think the
explanution of the hon. gentleman was quite
satisfactory.

Vote put and passed.

Toan 1,893 (57 Vic., No. 10) £20,572 11s. 8d.

Mg, K. F. SHOLL referring to item No. 8
{Railway Workshops, £14,530) waa to be spent
at Fremantle or at the Midland Junction.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venu) eaid the money was o be
expended in rewuoving the Workshops to the
Midland Junction,

Vote put and passed.

T PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forreat)
desired to report progress at that stage,
because the cost of the construction of the

" Bridgetown and the Collie Conliields Railways

wasa set down in the expenditure of the Loun

of 1894, and it would not be proper to ask the

submitted to the -

able to say that their culculations were tnade :
" aguin.

public buildings at Coolgardic had also been *

upon reliable duta, but the Estimates of the

exceeded. .

I'me COMBIISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) had thought thut the
explanation he had given would have been
quite satisfactory to the hon. membher for
West Kimberley, having regard to the fact
that the increase in the cost of the line to
which he referred, was due to the natural difii-

culties which could not be formeen until the .

whole of the face of the cutting had 1 een dis-
closed. So fur from the contractor making
additional profit out of the increase in the
cost of the line, he (Mr. Venn) did not think
the contractor was any the better off. As for
the extra money he got, he had to do addi-
tional work at prescribed rutes. In regard to
the extrn cost of the public buildings at Cool-
gardie, that hud been due to the satisfactory
fact that owing to the rapid increase of busi-
ness, due to the marvellous prowib of the

town, the original planswere not large enongh.

This was due to such rapid progress on the
purt of the chief mining centre of the colony,

lTouse to vote the money for those lines until
they had been anthorised.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

GOLDFIELDS BILL.

The House considered the committee’
report upon the Goldfields Bill.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon 8.
Burt) moved that the words “ to be taxed"”
after the word “costs,” in line 3, should be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

‘The report of the committee was adopted.

ELECTORAL BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1L and 2:

Put and passed.

Cliuse 3— Interpretation " :

Me. ILLINGWORTH said the cluuse de-
tined the terms * naturalised subject,” or
* nutwalized,” as applying to o person who
in England or Western Australia, had heen
naturalised, and he wished to agk why a
person, who was naturalised in the other
culonies should not be naturslised here algo

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon s,
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Burt) enid the provision was not a new depar-
ture, and it was certainly not intended to
exclude persons who were naturalised in the
other colonies from being naturalised here as
well, if they were properly qualified for
naturalisation.

Mg. JAMES said he knew that two persous
were refused their naturulisation papers here,
becavse they had not resided in the colony
two years. The provision was, in his opinion,
a stringent one, nnd should be modified some-
what.

Clause, put and passed.

Clanse 4— Electoral liegistyars:”™

Mg. ILLINGWOR'I'H said this clause pre-

[ASSEMBLY.)

vided that for ench eclectoral district there
should be an Electoral Registrar, by which h. .

understood that there wns only fo Le one
Begistrar, for each district. If that were so,

he did not think one Registrar each (for the

goldfields district for instance) would be
sufficient, on account of the extent of those
districts, and also on account of the somewhat
scattered nature of the population, because
those electors who lived in the distant parts
of the electorate would find it inconvenient
and sometimes impossible, to go before the
Registrar to apply to beenrolled as electors.
Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hom. §,
Burt) said there could mot possibly be more
than one Electoral Registrar in a district,

beeause applications for the right to vote could |

opnly be made to one man, who would be
located as near the centre of the district as
possible.

Mr. Morax: Will there only Le one Revi-
ajion Court for each district?

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : Yes. It would be impossible to have
two.

My, Morax : Then it will be impossible for
many who are an the goldfields to vote.

Tug ATIORNEY . GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) said that to have two Bevision Courts
in each district would wot be at all salisfae-
tory. .

Me. MORAN said he knew of ingtances in
which many miners had been disenfranchised
becanse they were not able to put in a defence
10 an objection made against them, in time to
prevent their names being struck ont, owing
to the great distance at which they were
located from the EKlecroral Registrar's office.

Tuae Premier: How mony were ssruck off
in that way ?

Mz. MORAN: About 140. .ie hoped some

Electoral Bill.

provision would be made by which persons
whose names were objected to, und who lived
ab u grest distance from the Electoral Ke-
gistrar’s office, shonld not be compelled Lo
attend personally at the central oflice to
attest as to their bone fides,

T'HE CHAIRM AN suid the matter which the
hon. member was referring to could be dis-
cussed when a later cliuse was ander cousider-
ation.

Mz. MORAN smd he would, therefore, sug-
gest that Mining Registravs, at the different
centres on the goldfields, should be made
Blectoral Registrars, 50 that an eleclor, living
a great distance from the central office, could
attest us to his qualification before the Regis-
tear in his portion of the district, when any
objection had been lodged aguinst him.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) suid it would not be feasible to have
more than one iLilectoral Registrar in each
district.

Clause, put and passed.

Clauses 5 to L8, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Clause 19— Objecbions by Electoral Re-
gistrar *;

Mr. MORAN said that this was the clause
noder which be would raise the qguestion he
had referred to under Clause 4, and he asked
the Attorney-General to consider the sugges-
tion he then made.

Tee ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hom. 8.
Burt) said the hon. member’s suggestion waa
not o good one, for the reason that it was
desirable that when an objection was made
against any person’s name going on the elec-
toral roll, the merits of the objection should
be gone into in open court, where the parties
concerned could preduce evidence in support
of their case. [t wonld never do to allow u
wan, who had been objected to, to merely say
that be was eatitled to vote, without proving
that he wae so entitled before the proper
nuthorities.

At 6.30 p.m. the Chairman left the chair.

At 7.30. p.m. the Chairman resumed the
chair,

Tug ATITORNEY - GENBRAL (Hon. S,
Burt) moved, us nn amendment, in the last
line ¢f Clause 19, that the word *wshall” he
struck out, and the word "may!” be inserted in
lien thereof. He said thiz alteration was
being made througheut the Bill.

Put and passed.

Mg. CONNUR asked whether the central
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place for holding a Registration Court in each -

district would be the most populous place.
For instunce, would Wyndham be appointed
a central place in East Kimberley ?

Tee ATTOHRNEY - GENERAL (Hoa. S.
Burt) said the intention was to fix on the most

important, and, thercfore, the most populous .

place in each district for bolding the Court.

‘I'he place should be as nearly central as pos- -

sible.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

* Clawse 20--*Quarterly Registration Court™

Mz. MOSS took this opportunity of thunk-
ing the Government for having provided for
the holding of Registration Courts quarterly,
this being one of the greatest nnd mogt nzeful
reforms iu the Bill, and one he had previonsly
advocated. [t would prevent a large number
of persons frown being disfenranchised when
an election occurred, Parliament wus now
affording very great facilitiea for regiatering
voters.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 21— Notice of sitting.”

M. MORAN said the miners of Penke Hill,
it the Guscoynedistrict, had represented to him
the inconvenience of their having to go,
or to send their voting cluims, avery long
distance to the Begistrution Court at bhe coust,
and, if only ten days’ notice of the sitiing wus
to be given, asprovided in this Clause, by ad-
vertisement in some newspaper, the effect
would be to disqualify miners at Peake Hili,
who would not knowof the quarterly sititiny of
the court until the date was past. The
length of notice was not sufficient to reach
far-nway places like Peake Hill.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the dates for holding the court had
been fixed in Clause 20, and the notice by
ndvertisement was only forwal. Vobers could
send in their claime at any time during the
guarter, and the cluimants need not attend at
the next quurterly aitting of the court unless
notice wus givon that their claims would be
objected to.

Mg R. F, 8HOLL said no cowmplaint had
reached him from any perzons in his (the
Guascoyne) electorate, and he was not aware
that the miners at Peake Hill had a grievaoce
13 to registration, though they seemed to pre-

fer making their complaint through the mem-

ber for Yilgarn. as & wining represeutative
[t would, in fact, be advisable that all the

zoldfields should be embraced n one elec- .

torate, for convenience ol representation.
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Claunse put and passed.

Clauses 22 to 33, inclusive.

Put and pussed.

Clause 34— Form of annual list ”:

Me.CONNORasked whether when the anaual
electoral list of qualified voters wus compiled
and printed, an election ocuurring immedintely
after would be held under the new list; or, if
the old list wus to be used, ufter the new list
wag cowpiled, as happened in the Lust by-
election at Fremantle, what was the reason for
preferring the old list, thereby disqualifying
ull voters who happened not to be on it
thongh registered on the new list?

Tre AITORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said that what happened st the Fre-
mantle election was an uccidental watter, and
wus not the preferring of one list over another.
After a new list was compiled, thers must be
an intervol, or a date, fixed, before that list
could legully come into force ; and it so hap-
pened at Fremantle that the bLy-election wns
held just before the new list came into force.
No doubt, endeavors wounld be made in Puture
teo avoid such an awkward contingency.

Me. CONNOR said the effect in the Fre-
iantle election was to disenfranchise about
120 new voters, who were on the uew list, but
not on the old one, under which the election
was held.

M=r. R, ¥. SHOLL said one good effect of
using the existing roll, rather than nolding an
election under a new one, was to prevent
candidaies from runming about the distriet
trying to get the names of employecs and
others put on the new roll, for a porticular
purpese; wnd some check on such operations
would be ruther & good thing. He did not
know whether that sort of thing was done in
view of the Fremantle election being held
under a naw roll, but he was ruther inclined to
think it was done there. He was afraid it
could not be prevented under this quarterly
registration.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 35 to 40, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Clause 41— Proceedings thereat (Registra-
tion Court) ™

Me. MORAN said the nccessity of altering
the word **shall” to “nav ™ was evident in
puris of this lengthy clunse. He moved, as
an amendment, that the word * shall,” in the
first line 0 Snb-section 2, be struck out, and
the word “ may ” inserted in lien thereof.

Tre ATIOENEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
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Burt) said the change from * shall * to “ may ”
could not be made in all ceses. In the latber
part Sub-section 2, for instance, to alter
“shall” Lo “may"” would have this effect,
that the court would huve absolute jurisdic-
tion in placing any nmmnes on the list—even
the names of persons who were dend

Mg, ILLYNGWOCRTH said there was more
in this than appenred on the surface. In
another coleny, some hundreds of persons who
were known to be dead—their names remain-
ing on the list—were personated in elections;
and it was at length found necessary to pass
an Act, catled the “ Purging of the Holls
Aet,” for striking off the names of persons
known to be dead. The cust to the country
for advertising the lists in newspapers all over
the colony, ran to £15,000 or £20,000. In

" reference to this clunse, the country would be
saved expense, und the riek of personation be
reduced, if the Court, knuwing that certain
persons were dead, wonld at once strike their
names off the list.

Amendment put nnd negatived, and the
clanse passed.

Clauses 42 to 50, inclusive.

Put and passed.

Part [T1. (Conduct of elections), Clause 51—
Returning officer” :

M=, ILLINGWOR'TH asked whether there
wits any provision, in Purt IIL, for doing away
with the absurd idea of requiring sll the
ballot boxes used in an election Lo be gent to
and received at ene eentral polling place,
before the votes could be counted and the
result declured. Sowne candidates bad had to
wait a whole weck until some missing ballot
Lox could be found, or until some pmpty box
had  wrrived from o remote purt of the
electorate, before the counting of the votes
could be begun. ‘Phat delny was got over
easily in Victoria, where cach returning officer,
or his deputy, at once counted the votes after
the poll had closed, and declured the nmmbers
polled for each candidate at that place, the
nwnbers soannounced being then telegraphed
or sent by letter to the central polling place,
g0 thut long delays were avoided, and the
candidates were net kept for days in suspense.
How different had been the systemr in this
colony ! In one large electorate acertain ~allot
box was in the cnre of apoliceman camping all
night in the bush ; another ballot box was left
in the Registrar’s tent ; and from these causes
there was n delay of thice duys before the
vutes could be counted allogether und the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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result wade known. In Victoria, if the return
from a ceriain place was wissing or delayed,
the number of voters on the roll at that place
would be knuwa, and ihe candidates could
infer from the pumbers that were known
whether the missing return could possibly
affect the result either way, T that system
prevailed in this colony, a delayed return
from Wanuncereo, where only seven voters were
oo the roll at the lnst election in Perth, would
not have affected the result of the poll when
all the other veturns were made known. and
the final result might thus have been koown
some hours betore it was officially declared.
T'he return at cach polling place shonld he
declared at once, afeer the poll closed; and
of course the ufficial declaration of the poll, at
the central place, could be made later.

Me. SIMPSON said he was in cutire gym-
pathy with the hon. mewbher's remarks. In
Nuew South Wales the system worked happily,
for, #t each mivor polling place, the deputy
retnrning officer counted the votes in the pre-
sence of scrutincers, as soon as the poll closed,
and the result at that place was telegraphed
to the central polling place, where all the
returng 50 received were added tugether, and
the result of the election then declared. ‘I'he
official declaration of the poll was made subse-
quently, when the ballot papers had all been
checked by the returning officor at the ceatral
place. In this huge colony there was no ad-
vantage to the public in delaying the an-
pouncement of the result of an election. The
present systemn might canse a delay of a week
or more, in lurge electorates, before all the
voting papers could be counted together, and
the result made known by this tedious process.
If ihe Atiorney-General could see his way Lo
meel this dificulty he would be following a
precedent which had worked well elsewhere,

Tue A'NTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said this matter had not escaped his
attention, but there was great difficulty in the
way. If they were dealing only with compact
electoral districts, such as the Perth clecto-
rates, there could not be much objection to
the plan sugpested ; but the difficulty was in
widely-scuttered clectorates, where the voters
in each polling district were few, and where
the: votes would have to be counted by some
authorised person, who would have to be in-
ve.ted with the power of rejecting votes that
were not regular.  As the voters in a polling
district were few, in Lhe outlying parts of
a lurge eleclorate, the seerecy of the ballot
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would be practically done away with, and, of
course, scratineers or agents of candidates
would be present at the counting of the few
votes which had been recorded. It was neces-
sary, for the convenience of voters, Lo have
polling places even in purts of un electorate
where only ten or fifteen voters were on the
roll, as otherwise the voters would huve to
travol very great distunces. In the recent
clection for the Murchison Provinge, cnlyseven
voles wore recorded in the Gascoyne dis.
trict, & very large one ; therefore such a
system of counting the few votes at euch
polling place would destroy the secrecy of
the ballot, as every person there would soon
know how his neighbor voted. The principle
of the bullot was that no one should know how
any person voted; whereas the plan which
two hon. mewmbers had wdvocated would let all
the neighborhood know how each man had
voted, in districts where the votera were few.
That was the difliculty, and he was sorry to
say that, in the circumstances of this colony,
he had not been able to devise any meusns of
overcoming the difficulty.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 52 to 74, inclusive.

Put and passed.

Clange 75—*"dethod of voting for persons
living out of the district, or beyond thirty
miles of a polling place ”:

Mg. GEORGE inoved, as an amendment,
that the words ““ at least four weeks before the
day appointed for election,” be 1nserted after
the word * Gazetle,” in the ninth line. He
suid it wus uecessary to provide that ample
notice should be given of the appointment of

any person in an outlying district
when authorised to receive votes at
an election; lecause, in the recent

election for the Murray, a person was ap-
pointed at Wandering, within u few days of
the election, to receive votes; and he (Mr.
George) had hurdly time to go to Wandering
wid canvas the district after he Lecame
aware that votes were to be tuken there. It
was possible, under the existing Act, for such
appoinkment to be made, or ¢ be kept back,
almost till within a day or two of the election ;
and when one candidate was made aware of
such intention, and another candidate was
not, there was an unfair favor. He complained
that, in the Murray election, his opponent
was fully aware of the intended uppointwent
at Wandering, before the announcement was
made in the Gazeile.
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Amendment put and negutived.
Mr, GEURGE called for » division, but

there being unly one voice for it, a division
was not taken. He then said it was another
trick on the part of the Goverument, in
baving mude the appoinbment in that way.

Clause put and pagsed.

Clauses 76 to 104, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Cluuge 105—* Whut shall be deewmed acis of
bribery ”: :

Mg, ILLINGWORTIH asked who was to be
considered an agent for election purposes, he-
couse any frend of o candidute might do
some of tho wets which this clause declared to
be acts of bribery, nnd wight, without the
cundidate’s knowledge, place him in an
awkward position.

Tue ATTORNLEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said the definition of un agent for clec-
tion purposes had been well zettled, judicinlly,
by decisions given at election inguiries held
under the English Act. A friend doing scts
in the interest of a candidate, without thab
candidate’s authority or countenance, would
not beun sgent. [n determining the question
as to what iz an ayent, all the facte und cie-
cumstances had to be cousidered, as was done
in the hearing of an election petition, and the
question had so be left to the decision of the
judge, in each enguiry. He (the Attorney-
Ganeral) did not think such a definition could
be put in the Bill.

Clause put und passcd.

Clause 106 :

Put and passed.

Cluuse 107—* Personal Snlicitution :

Mr. MORAN moved taat the clause be
struck out. Hespid it was a useless piece
of legisiation to close the mouth of a candi-
dute twelve hours before the time appointed
for nomination, and keep it closed until after
the poll had closed. This was particalarly
inconvenient in large electorates, where cundi-
dates hnd to visit many places, and hoad ne
meaus of placing their opinions hefore the
electors if not allowed to nddress them during
a week or ten days prior to the polling, Such
asystem did not obtuin fuvor in other partsof
the world, and no sensible reason had ever
been shown for enforcing sach a vestriction on
candidates in this colony. In coniesting the
Yilgurn electorate he had suffered from this
absurd restriction on free speech.

 Mr. MARMION, in supporting the objec-
tion, said be was & mwewber of a Select Com-
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wittve which recommended this restriction,
some yeurs ago, and he, as the most Radical
member of that connnittee, voted ngainst the
recommendation. It was most annoying for
i cundidate te have his mouth clogsed dering
some days preceding an  election, und a can-
didute felt so hampered that he wus almost
afraid to ehale hands with electors, for fear
this might be construed into u personal soliei-
tution, and go make the election void.

Mz, MOSS said the restriction in the exist-
ing Act, nnd in this Cluuse, was unreasonalle
snd absurd, and it was not made better by the
fact that there were hundreds of ways of
¢ rading the restriction.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said that, instend of
striking out the Clause, it conld be amended
convenicntly by substituting the word « elee-
tion ” m place of “ nomination,” in the sixth
line, g0 as to ake the restriction operate
twelve hours before the election. In that
wauy, candidates could spenk up to within
twelve hoors of the opening of the
poll. Election squibs, issued just before
the election, were un common means of
injuring a cundidate ; and, in the casoe of
untrue statements being putforth, a candidate
should have opportunity of veplying up to
within a few hours of the poll being
opened. 'Y'he mischief of the present system
of closing n candidate’s mouth was agpgra-
vated in the case of a lnrge constitumency
where fourteen days wight elapse from the
time wheo this vestriction began to opernte
up to the doy of the polling. He moved, as
_ an amendwcnt, that the word “nomination”
be struck out of the sixth line, and the word
« glection’” be inserted in lieu thereof.

Tue ATTORNLEY-GENERAL (Hom. 8.
Burt) said that since this provision wus first

adopted on the recommendation of a Sclect
Comumittee, it hud been re-affirmed by the
. decision of this House in passing the Llectoral
Act two years ago. It wus designed for the
convenience of the candidates, for it was con-
sidered a weleome rvelief to thew when the
period for addressing electors hud expired.
Of course it would Le no inconveniencefor the
hon. member for the Marray, for .nstance, to
ge on talkivg up to the lust minute, but most
candidates would bave fonad it a welcome
relief to be prohibited from addressing elec-
tors within u certain time before the election,
If there were no such restvietion, the fray
wight be Fept up {0 the lusi moment. A5 to
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unswering an clection squib, that could be
done, if necessary, through a friend.

Mr. WOOD said there was great force in
the argument of the hon. member for Nan-
nine, as applied to country electorules, where
ten or twelve duys elapsed betweun the
vomination and the polling, und to close the
meouthe of candidates all that time wuas un-
reasonable. As to replying 1o squibs by
deputy, he had never known a casc in which a
friend was willing to do that by making o
speech on lehalf of a candidate, except in
the recent case of the Fremantle election
He hoped the Government would meet the
views of hon, members on this matter. The
amendment, limiting the time to twelve
houre betore the election, would meet the
case

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) quite
ugreed with the hon. member for Nnnnine,
that it would be undesirable to fix too long a
period. The hon. member hud said a month
clapsed between the day of nomination and
the day of polling in his constituency. It
would he ridiculons to close o candidate's
mouth for such a time, although it was just
as well to fix some limit, so that elections need
not be curried on ut high pressure up to the
lust noment. ‘I'o his mind, the personal soli-
citution of votes was digtasteful to the candi.
dute ag well az the voter. It might meet the
views of the hon. members if the clause were
altered to read *twenty-four hours before the
polling,” ins esad of any time after the day of
nomination.”

Tue A''TORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt: Yes; twenty-four hours would be a
zood compromise.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH : I am satisfied with
that, and, by leave of the committee, will
withdraw my amendment.

Awendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mre. JAMES wanted to see some limit fixed
to the period in which candidates could solicit
votes,

Mgr. MARMION said he was still of the
same opivion he had alwaye been, and that
was that the cluusc should be struck out. If
meetings weve to be addressed, and solicitation
uf votes allowed up to twenty-four hours prior
to the day ot the election, it was quile as
reasonable to permit this to be done right up
to the opening of the poll.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL {Houn. S.
Burt) said the alieration in time would re-
quire suveral alterations in the wording of the
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clanse, He moved that the clanse be nmended
8o as to read: “ It shall not be lawful for any
“ candidate For election as a member of the
“ Legislature to solicit, personally, the vote of
“any elector, or to attend any meeting of
* electora convened or held for electoral pur-
‘ poses, within twenty-four hours of the time
*“ appointed for the commencement of the poll
* for the particular electoral district or pro-
* vince to represent which he is a candidate,
* nor (except for the purpose of recording his
“vote), unkil after the close of the poll at
“such election, and the attendance of any
“ candidate at any such meeting, or his per-
“ sonal solicitation of the vote of any elector
“ after the day mentioned as aforesaid, shall
“render void the election of any such ean-
* didate.”

Mer. GEORGY asked whether this would
prevent candidates in one constituency,
addressing the electors of nnother, up to the
time of election.

Tuw ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Certainly.

Amendments woved by the ArrorRNEY-
GENERAL, put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clanse 108 :

Put and pasaed.

Clouse Y09—"Use of committee room in
House for sale of intoxicating liguora to be
illegal hiring ” :

Mz. GEORGE enguired whether a can-
didate using his bedroom or sitting-room for
the purpose of addressing circulars or letters
to voters, would coustitnte the using of the
room for that purpose an illegal hiring.

Tue AYTTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) considered that if the living rooms
of an hotel were used for purposes other
than ordinary, nnd with the ohject of pro.
moting or procuring the election of n candi-
date, it would amount to illegal hiring.

Mg. MorAN : Is this an old clause or a new
one?

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL : Itisan old
one.

Mr. MORAN did not find himself in the
position of being able to respect it on account
of old age. It was a most ridienlous clause.
In some places 1he only decent spot to hold
an election mneebing was in a hotel. It ap-
peared to him mos$ extraordinary that, while
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hotel, & candidate conld address the clectors
there,

Me. JAMES fniled to see the object pro-
posed to be attained by snh-section (c), where-
on refreshment of any kind, whether food or
drink, is cvrdinarily sold for consumption on
the premises. He conld understand the pro-
hibition in respect of licensed houses, but not
that against ginger beer and buns.

Me. MORAN urged the committee to care-
fully consider the clause in the interests of
country constitnencies. The wording of the
clause was altogether tco striet.

Me. ILLINGWORTH wasg afraid some of
the scattured districts would have to be encri-
ficed in the interests of the larger centres of
population, where such a provision was very
necessary. In hiz own distriet he used the
well and the street when it became necessary,
it was preferable to endeavouring toinfluence
votes, by snpplying drink in the public: houses.

Mr. WOOD said he would strougly
support the retention of the clause a8 printed.
It was really the onmly =safeguard against
bribery. Besides that, there was no need to use
the hotels. Almost every town on the gold-
fields now had ita Mechunics’ Institule, and, in
agricultural districts, there were the Apricul-
tural Halls. Th.re was no ditficnlty abont
abtaining proper halls to address the electors
in.

Mg, SIMPSON thought there was a vague-
ness about the clanse, which iv might be ns
well to remove. In sowe quarters it was
maintained thut if o candidate addressed the
¢lectors in a hotel, and an unanimons vote of
confidence was passed in favor of that candi-
date, the meeting resotved itscelf into what was
practically & committee meeting; and, theve-
fore, the use of the room became illegul
hiring.

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon, S.
Burt) said that the only exception to the
clause in the present Aet was because it did
not provide any penalty. This clause was the
same a8 that in every Electoral Act he had
ever seen.

The Committee divided on the question

! that the clause stand as printed :

a committee meeting was not to be held in a ‘

Ayes ... . e X
Noes ...

by~

Majority in favor
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AVES. Nors.

Mr. Burt

Me. Clarkson
My, Ilkingsworth
Mr A. Forrest
Sir John Forrest
Mr Lefroy

Mr. Loton

Mr. Marmian
Mr, Moss

Mr. Handell

AMr. Richardson
Mr. R. ¥. Sholl
AMr. Ximpson
Mr. Solonton
Mr. Venn

Me. Wood

Mr James ¢Teller).

Mr. George
Mr. Moran (Teller).

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 110:

Put and passed.

Clauge 111—* Commission of sny such act
by a cundidate or his ngent 1o disqualify can-
didate ™

Mr. GEORGY suid in this clanse it was pro-
vided that if the Court for the trial of electicn
petitions found a candidate or his agent had
been guilty of such aets, certuin decision ghall
disqualify such candidate from sitting or
voting between the time of decision and the
next general election. Did that mean that
the electorate would be disfranchised.

Tur ATIORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) replied that the ususl course was for the
opposing candidate next on the poll o get the
aeat, or a fresh writ would be issued. Tt was
only the eandidute, and not the electorate that
would be disqualified.

Mr. MORAN hoped there would be no
danger of candidates Leing placed in this awk-
ward position owing te the inistnke made hy
some cominittee out of ignorance. It appeared
to him the discussion of the clanses was
resolving itself into a sort of tea party or con-
versazione.

Tue CHAIRMAN : I would point ous to the
hon. inember that nearly every member of the
House hus been talking so much that not one
of them can throw atones at the others.

Clause put and passed.

Clouses 112 to 119, inclusive:

Put and passed.

Clause 120—* Remuneration of returning
and presiding officers ™ :

Mr. GEQORGE drew the attention of the
Premier to the fact that the returning officer
in the Murray electorate had not yet received
their fees on account of the last election.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) aaid
he would cuuse enguiries to be made. Hewas
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afraid there must Le some mistake. He had
never heard of any complnint.

Clagse put and passed.

Clauses 121 and 122 ;

Put and passed.

Clauge 123—“When thinga to be done fall
on Sundays or holidays ™ :

Mer. GEORGE enguired whether the word
* Bank holiday > in the clanse, meant every
gazetted bank holiday, or only those days
which were baak holidays by Statute.

Tue ATTORNEY.-GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) replied that it referred to all bank holi-
days, statutory or otherwise. If a Revisivn
Court was fized to sit on one of these days it
would not hold such sitting until the day ful-
lowing.

Clause put and passed.

Me. JAMUYS asked whether he would be in
order in moving & new clanse. He desired a
better definition of the word “ person® and
wished tv subatitute for that word *wule or
female,”

Tae CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not do that, because the franchise is fixed by
the Constitution Act. This Act mercly gives
effect to the provisions of the other Act, and
you cunnot alter the franchise now.

Schedules:

Put and passed.

Prenmble und title.  Agreed to.

Bill reported, with amendments.

BUILDING ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTER,
The Building Act Amendment Bill was con-
sidered in Connnittee, ayreed to, und reported,
without amendwent.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILIL..

IN COMMITTEE.

Clausea 1 and 2:

Put and pagsod.

Clause 3—* Amendments to principal Act™:

Me, RANDELL protested against the owner
of a property being rendered hable for the
removal of rubbish from the premises, as was
contemplated by Sub-section 2, becauvse the
occupier, not the owner, creatcd the nuisanec;
and, therefore, he, the tenmant, should be the
one who should Le calledj upon to remove it.
He moved that the sub-section be struck
out.

Tue CHATRMAN said ke would, by the
permission of the comittee, explain that the
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provision referred to had hecome necessary,
owing to the City Council finding it very

difficult to get rabbish removed where o .

number of tenants of small houses used the
same yurd. Tn some cuses the Council had
had to clean places at the public expense.

Mgr. MARMION looked npon the sub-rection
as an infringement of the righla of property
and a hardship to landlords. Tenant house-
holders ought to be compelled to keep their
premises in a sanitary condition,

M=z, GEORGE would support the sub-sec-
tion, as it was very unfair to the general body
of ratepayers that the cleansing of private
property should have to be done ot their
expense. The owner who had to do this work
could proteet himself by churging a higher
rent to the neglectful tenant, who did not
remove rubbish from his yard. The same
principle was applied to the collection of water
rates, without nny injury being done to land-
lords. TFhe City Council was not likely to
abuse the power which the sub.gection would
give them.

Me. B. F. SHOLL was not disposed to think
thut the City Council was to be trusted with.
too much power,and he would oppose the sub-
section, ns he did not see why the recspon-
sibility of keeping premises clean should not
be thrown upun the persons who occupied

them.

Meg. ILLINGWORTH thought that, as the
landlord had the power of raising the rent
in order o pay for the cleansing of his pre-
mises,—if he had to do the work, that no
hardship would fall upon tht owners of
property if the clause was passed us it stood.

Amendinent put, and negatived.

Me. R. F. SHOLL drew aftention co sub-
section 5 of Clause 3, which made it optionnl
for the City Council tu pay for goods, clothing,
bedding, ete., which were destroged Ly order
of the Municipal Council, in cases of infections
dizease. In hia opinion, the Council should
in every ease, pay for property of which the
owner was deprived for the public benefit.
The payment of compensation ought not to be
left to the discretion of the Council.

Tae CHAIRMAN said the Counecil had
been ir the habit of paying, without demur,
w1l fair elaims made for the value of destroyed
goods ; but, in some instunces, fairly well-to-
do people employed soliciters to ask for ex-
cessive compensation, and it was ip order to
cheok extortionate practices of this kind that
the sub-gection had been framed.
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Mz, ILLINGWORTH knew of one ease in
which a. widow, who had just lost her hus-
band, was left by the officers of the City
Council without n bed to lie upon, nll her
household effects having heen taken away and
destroyed, because there had been un in-
fections disease in her home. ‘I'he woman,
who waa far from her friends in the other
colonies, had been left in am nabsolutely
destitute and friendless condition. It was
necessary to see that the officers of the City
Coungil did not create such scandals in
future.

Mn, JAMES was quite certuie that the hon,
member for Nnonmime had been misinformed
in regard to the case that he had brought
under the notice of the committee. If the
widow in guestion had represented her cuse
in the proper quarter, she would have received
compensation for the goods taken away trom
her house. He¢ would, bowever, move that
the aub-section shonld b struck out.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH could assure the
committee that the facts were as he had stuted,
because the matter had been personally in-
vestigated by his son. ‘Vhe unfortnnate woman,
stricken down with grief at the loas of her
hushand, was in no condition to formulate
eluims at the offices of the City Council; and
it was only by the exercise of chariiy, on the
part of some people under whose notice her
case wng broughl, thav she wus ennbled to
retarn to her friends in another colony.

Amendwment agreed to.

Clause, ns amended, put and passéd.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 5.
Burt) referring to sub.section 6 ¢f Cluuse 3,
asked the hon. member for East Perth to sug-
gest some limitation of the prohibition pro-
posed by the sub-scetion against the burial of
refuse within the municipality. On the ocut-
skirta of the city, refuse might, with the con-
sentof the Local Board of Health, be used as
wannre, without any danger to the pullic
health, although in the central purts of Perth
it was quite right that the practice should
not be permitted.

Me. JAMES moved that the sub-section be
struek out.

Tae CHAIRMAN snid that a househalder
on Adelaide Verrace had been in the habic of
putting refuse into his garden, and the Local
Board of Health had tried t. pass by-lawe,
such as were in force elsewhere, to prevent
this being done within the boundaries of the
city, but the by-laws had been rendered
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practically useless, becnuse the householders
in question had objected to them.

Mg, GEORGEhoped that the sub-section
won!d be allowed tostand.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) only asked that the Local Board of
Health should have a discretion in the matter,
and should have the power to say that if the
employment of refuseas a fectiliser was likely
to nenace the public health in any locality,
that the use of the material zhowld not he
permitted.

Amendment striking ouf the sab-section,
put and passed.

Clause 4—" Waste water not to flow into
streeta™ :

Mr. R. F. SHOLL moved that the clause
should be struck out. Asthere was no under-
ground druinage in the colony, people had no
alternative but to let their bath water run
into the street. 'To compel them to keep the
overflow on their premises, wonld be to wmake
the evil greater than it was at present. The
clanse would create a great deal of hardship,
until the City Council provided a sewerage
systom.

Tar CHAIRMAN said there were numerous
places in Perth where very objectionable
sewage matier wns allowed to flow across the
footpnth, into the atreet, and the City Council
desired to be able to deal with these nuis-
ances.

Mzr. R. F. SHOLL would be willing to
legistate againat offensive drninngo being run
into the street or drainage of any kind, if the
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for such a provision. Lnst yewr, during the
summer, it was impossible to vreach the railway
station, by any direct route, without en-
countering effluvia which was strongly notice-
able fifty yards away. The City Council,
under the existing law, feund it very difficult
to deal with the place which gave rise to the
avil.

Mr RANDELL pointed out that the words
“ no owner or occupier,” in the first line of
the clause were of very wide npplication. Tt
would be very harsh for the City Couneit Lo
make the owner responsible for a nuisance
created by atenant,

Mgr. B. F. SHOLL desirved to give the City

- Conncil power to prevent nuisances, hut it

Couneil provided other means for carrying off .

that drainage.

Mr. WOOD did not see how it was possible,
in the present condition of Perth, to prevent
the drainage of premises from flowing into the
street, as there wna nowhere else for it to go.
The City Council should carry out a system of
improved drainage.

Me. GEORGE wished to see something
done to get rid of the abominnble stenches
which were fo be experienced in Perth in
different places.

Mr. MARMION was of opinton that it was
better to nltow ordipary druinage to flow into
the streets 1han to require people to keep it on

their premises, where it would fester and be-

come 0 ensive.

Tue CHAIRMAN said the clause would only
become operative when the by-laws were
framed, and that would not be done for some
time to come. There was nodoubt of the need

would be going to an extreme to prevent
hath-water finding its way inte o street.
The clausn should be modified, otherwise it
would act to the injury of people who had
no other place in which to dispose of their
drainage.

Mr. MARMION suggested that the clause
should be limited to prohibiting offensive
drainage being thrown into the thorough-
fares.

Mg, JAMES moved the amendment of the
clause by thesubstitution of the words * no
occupier or owner shall canse or permit any
foul or offensive water to flow from his pre-
mises into n street.”

Amendment put and passed.

Me. JAMES moved as a conseguential
amendment, the striking out of the words
“ other than storm water.”

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as nmended, put nnd passed.

Clamse 5—*Areas adjoiming muaicipali-
ties 7

Mr., MORAN regnrded this clouse as a
valunble one. It was often seen that, just
outside the munmicipal boundaries, premises
were kept in a very dirty condition, because
the law, as it at present stood, did not touch
them,

Clause put and passed,

Clause 6—°The Municipal Water Supply
Preservation Act, 1592 shall npply to all
catchment areas from which water is ob-
tained for a municipality by the aid of reser-
voirs, pipes, and ofther artificial means,
whether such areas ure surveyed or reserved,
or held in fee simple or not, and whether the
water is supplied by contractors or otherwise.”

Mz. R. F. SHOLL believed that this clause

' had been inserted in the Bill in order to deal
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with the Conning t{imher skation, on the
Darling Range, and, if it were pussed, it
might do serious injury to the vested interests
of that property. ‘'he object of the clause
appeared to be, to give power to dispossess the
proprietor of the saw-mill, withont giving
him compensation, on the ground thut the
worke interfered with the Perth Water Sup-
ply. He (Mr. Sholl) thought that the sense
of justics of the committee would prevent the
econtemplated injuatice being carried out.

merely a declaratory one in order to prevent
the pollution of the Water Supply of the eity.
The Magistrate, who had heard complaints
aguinst the proprietor of the saw-mill, had
dismissed the summonses through putting a
poarticular comstraction upon the law, as it
stood, and the c¢lause under discussion waa
int ndad to define the meaning of the Act.
The Saw-Mill proprietor could not complain
of being unjustly dealt with, jnasmuch as he
had estublished his mill on the site in ques.
tion, knowing well that it was within the
catchment ares of the Water Supply.

Mr. JAMES moved that the clause be
struck out.

Mg. A. FORREST hoped thunt the commit-
tee wonld not throw the clause out. It was
imperative that the water supply of the
wetropolia should bLe Lept pure, and as ths
timber around the Canning mill was nearly
exhausted, the plant would have to he removed
to another fovest, in order to keep it going;
therefore, there counld be no valid claim for
compensation. If the clause wans passed, the
City Council would not take any strong action,
but would only see that no offensive matter
wag permitted to How into the water sup-
ply.

BMe. R. F. SHOLL su1d it was very evident
that the hen. member for West Kimberley was
not interested in the saw-mill in question;
therefore he did not cure if i§ were swepl out
of existence altogether. The hon. member
had said that the City Council would pot
aluse the power given them by the by-laws,
bearing on the prevention of pollution of the
water snpply. But he was inclined to beliove
that they did abuse that power beyond a cer-
tain extent.

THE CAAIRMAN gnid that in order that
hon. members wight understand in what
manner the water supply could Le polluted by
the presence of the saw-mill in gquestion within
thecatchmentarea,he would infor:o the commit-
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tee that the building was erected on two stopes,
througt which ran the gully wherein the
water supply Howed. ‘Lhis water was polluted
by sawdust from the mill, and also by the
offal from neighloring slaughter houses, and
numerous pigstyes. The City Council once
took action againet the Mill owuers for pollut-
ing the water avea, but the Police Magistrate
refused to take any action on the ground that
the land wae beld by thew in fee simple. He

" therefore wished to pass the clause under
Tne CHATRMAN said that the clanse was

" the

v

debate, in order to strengthen the hands of
City Council in their ondeavour to
prevent the pollution of the water which
the inhabitants of the city bad to drink:

Mz. LEAXE said he would vole ugainst the
clause, becanse he considered it bordered upon
the very dangerous principle of Parlisment
being usked to legislale to prevent the City
Council being forced into a Court of Appeal, in
order to eatablish their right to enforce their
owp bylawa. He thonght the objecticn to the
presence of the saw-mill within the catchment
of the water supply, mentioned by the Chair-
mun, could be met bya proper system of
scavenging being carried out there, and, if the
City Council enforced the lnw that already
prevailed, they should be able to avoid the
dificulties and dangers which beset them at
the present time.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he waa not quite
sure that the clause wonld effect all that was
desired, but he was satisfied that something
must be done to prevent the pollution of the
water supply in the locality under discussion,
and he suggested that the City Council should,
in order to cffect that very necessary purpose,
take possession of the Sawimill themeelves, and
remove it altogether. It bad been found to
be absolutely necessary to adopt that course
in Victoria, in connection with the Yon Yean
Watcr Supply, in consequence of the whole-
sale pollution of the water.

Mx. A. FORRES'T said he regratted that the
hon. member for Gascoyne should have apoken
of him as being anxious to do away with the
Canning Jarrah Timber Company’s saw-mill,
because he (Mr, Forrest) was not intereated in
it himself. That motive did not actuate hin
at all when be endeavored to prevent the
potlution of the water supply of the city in
that laeality ; but he was of opinion that firm
measures should be taken to prevent those
peaple from having their slaughter houses and
pigstyee on the banks of the creek, which
supplied the water to the city. If the clause
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were pessed, the City (ouneil would be able
to make torms with the company fcr the re-
moval of their mill from its present
position, particularly as to what amount of
compensation they would want.

The AITORNEY - GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt) said the hon. member for West Kimber-
ley bnd snid the cluvese was a necessary one,
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in order to give the civic nuthorities powerto |

ma ke terma with the Timber Company for the
removal of their mill ; but the Chuirman had
anid that they had that puwer alrcady,
Assnwing thut they had the power, they had
not approached the Company, but had, on the
contrary, tried to compel them to remove their
milla without giving them compensation.
He considered that the cowpany should
be approsched ns to the bisis of com-
pensation 1o be paid tv them for the
removal of their mills, becnuse the conces-
sion wns granted to them long before the
Waterworks weve esteblished. Failing that,
the matter should lie submitted tourbitration.
With regard to the alleged injury which

snwdust wonld cause to the water supply, he |

doubted whether it would pollute it to such
an extent at  some hon. members appenrved
to think.

Tre CHAIKRMAN said the compuny wus
approached by the City Council some yeurs ago,
as to what the muount of comypensation Lhey
required if the Council took over their mills,
and they nsked, if he remembered rightly, the

copormous sum of £50,000. No ierms were

therefore arranged. With regard to the Ly- .

laws, the Conucil cnly required that all such
objectionable buildiugs, such as sluughter-
houses nnd water-closets, should be placed not
iess thau 300 ysrds from the catchment aren
of the water supply. Andthen, in reforence
to the question of tue pollution of water by
tha sawdust, he would inform the committed
that the sawmill was so situated us to cawsc
the aawdast to accumntate in large quantities
in the neighboring streawn, and so much harn,
wns done thereby, that legal action was taken
80lg years age to prevent the company from
deposiling the sawdust in that stream. It was
in consequence of the pollution of the water
in that way that the by-law bearing on that
matter was framed.
Me. GEORGH said he disagreed with the
. Chairinran that sawdust would pollate the
water to such a serious degree as he would
iead the comwmittee to believe, nnd, as a matier
of faet, he did mot think it was possible for
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any sawdust to get into the water ab ull from
the saw-mill in question. He considered that
some compeneation should be given to the
comp.ny, if they were compelled to remove
their millg from the present site.

Me. R. F. SHOLIL suid he would aguin
state that the City Council desived to sweep
away the saw.mill altogether, und he¢ con-
sidered thot they were acting in an oppressive
manner towards the company.

Mk, ILLINGWORTH said that, with regard
to his suggestion thut the City Council should
take possession of the mills altogether, he
wua inclined to agree with the suggestion of
the Atiorney-General that the mateer shonld
be submitted to nrhitration.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he was not inclined to helicve that the
water supply of the ciby could De pol-
luted by the sawdust from the sawnill
in gquestion, and he did =not think
that the City Council should be empowered to
oppress the Timber Company in any way. Tf
the Company were compelled by the City
Council to remove their mills from their
present position, he considered that it was
only fair and just that they should receive
some compensation,

Tre ATTORNEY-GeNERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) said tbat hon. members were probably
not aware that the pigstyes nnd slaughter-
houses that had been referred to were aclu.
ally four miles from the reserveir, and that
while the City Council tovk such pains to
have them removed, they disregarded the
existence of dead cats and doge, lying within
ithe catchment area.

Mgp., SIMPsSON suid bhe would cerbainly
gupport what he thought were the efforts of
the health anthorities to sccure a pure supply
of water in Perth. 'T'he suggestion of the
Attorney-General as to dead cats and dogs
getting inlo the reservoir could not, he con-
sidered, carry wuch weight, because it was
hurdly likely that the heaith aothorities
would be so neglectful as to allow the water
supply to be polluted ju that way. He did
not exnctly know how to deal with the
guestion of compensation for the removal of
the mills of the Canning Jearrnh Timber Co.,
hut he considered that if any compensation
were given at all to the Company, it should
take the form of compensating them for the
extra expense they wonld have to incur in
complying with the sanitary regulations.

pue CHAIRMAN suid that the Manager of
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the company had avowed himself willing to
make arrangementa with the City Council to
take over the mills, but he had not done so up
to the present.

Mr. JAMES hoped the clause would be
struck out. He said he proposed to move a
new clouse fater on that would wmeet the
views of hon. members.

Amendment, put and passed.

Clause struck ount.

Clansa 7— Cesspits may be closed by an
order” :

Mg. JAMYS moved, as an amendment to
strike out the words “ cesspit within a closet™
in line 8, for the purpose of ingerting the word
“ cesspool” in lieu thereof. Hesaid the clause
provided that the Local Board of Health
could order any cesspit within a closet to be

[2 OcroBrr, 1895.]
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 of any by-law made under any such Acts.”
New clauses put and passed.
Mr. JAMES moved to add the following
new glause to the Bill, to stand as
section 11 :—

“ Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
* in any Act contained, any Local Board may
" provide for the proper collection and dis-
“ posal of nightseil, h¢use refuse, and rubbish,
** dust, mud, ashes, ;uanure, and dung, or any
*sueh matters, nnd may make st annual.
“ monthly, or other periodical charge for the
* collection and removul thereof.

“ Such charge shall, in the firat instance, be

. " levied on the occupier (if any) uf the tene-

cleansed nnd filled up within a certain period, -

and the nmendment he proposed would make
it provide that any cesspool (which was the
word used in the principal Act) could be 20
closed.

Amendment, put and passed.

Clause 7, as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 8—* Lodging houses interpretation
of 7

Put and passed.

Clanses 9 to 20 :

Agreed to:

Remaining Clanses (10 to 20} inclusive :

Put and passed.

New Clauaea:

Mp. JAMES moved to add the following
new clauses to the Bill to stand as Cluuses 8,
9, and 10:

“ 8. All by-lawg made under any of the
“ provisions of this Act shall have the same
« force and elfect, nod be subject to the same
“ provisions, 18 if made under the principal
“ Act.

«8,  'I'he trade, husiness, or ocoupationof o
«¢laupndry,’ wherein more than three persons
« are engaged or enployed, shall be deemed an
«offensive trade within the meaning of the
* the prineipal Aet.”

“10. Any officer, inspector, gervant, or
« agent of the Central, or any Local Board, may
« gt all times enter upon any house or pre-
“ misea whereon it is suspected that any
“noxions or offensive trade is carried on, or
« which is believed to bhe over-crowded, or
* whereon it is believed that any breach is
* being comunitted or neglect committed of
«any of the provisions of this or the prin-
« cipal Act, or any Act amending the same, or

“ ment n which such matters a3 aforesaid are
“ found or collected, and may be recovered by
“ the Board from the same person by the same
* process or processes and in the snme manner
* ag rates are levied and recovered by & muni-
* cipality under * The Municipal lustitutions
“ Act, 1895.

“ In the cuge of temements erected during
* the currency of any period for which ¢he
“ payment is to be made, the charge shall be
“in proportien to the unexpired portion of
“ such period.”

Mg. GEORGE moved, as nn nmendment, to
strike out the word ' oceupier” in the first line
of the second parngraph, with a view to insert-
ing the word “ owner.” He said he considered
that the owner of a tenement should be made
responsible for keeping itin a sanilary state,
and not the occupier.

Amendment, put and negatived.

New Clause, put and passed.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Rurt) moved to udd the €ollowing new claunses
to the Bill:—

(1. The Governer may, by Order in Conncil,
* from time to time appomt a Local Board of
“ Health for any locality to be defined in such
«Order. Such Board shall copsist of such and
* g0 many persons not exceeding seven, as the
“ (jovernor may think fit, and shall have and
« gxercise all the powers and duties vested in
“or imposed upon Local Boards under the
« Principat Act.,

*(2.) The Governor may from time to time
= remove all or any of the persons so appointed,
“and on the removal, death, or resighation of
* any member of a LocalBoard, muy from time
“ to time appoint some other person in his
“ place.

« (3.) The Local Board shall, from time to
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“ time, appoint one of their pumber to be
" Chairmanp of such Board.”

“{4.}) In the event of the absence of the
“ Chairman from any mecting, the members
“ present shall elect one of their number to be
* Chairman of such meeting. At all meetings of
“ the Local Board the Chairman shall have a
* vote, and in case of an equality of votes shall
“have a casting vote ; and during any vacancy
“ in the Locnl Bonrd, whether of the office of
“Chairman or not, the continning members
“ may act ns if no vacaney had occurred, and
‘* at all mectings of the Locnl Board all ques-
* tions shall be decided by a majority of the
“ votes of the members present. The Loenl
“ Board may make, niter and rescind, rules for
“ regulating their own proceedings.

* Every reference to the district of » Lncal
“Board in the primcipal Act, oran Act amend-
““ ing the same chall,in case, of & Board appoint-
“ ¢4 under this Act, he deemed to be the aren
 of the locality for which the Board is so
* appointed.

# All expenses incurred by a Local Board
“ appointed under this Act shall be defrayed
‘- out of such moneys as muy from time to
“ time be voted by Parlinment.”

[COUNCIL.
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 “ ba deposited, brought, collected or huried,

* Every Board appointed ander this Act ‘

* ghall canse accounts to be kept, insnch form
“ as may be directed by the Colonial “I'veusurer,
“of all moneys received and expended by
* them for the purposes of the Public Health
“ Acts, and such accounts shall be nudited by
“ the Aunditor-General.”

* In the event of the locality for which a
* Board ia appointed under this Acl or any
* part thereof heing constitnted a Municipal-
* ity, the members of the Board shall there-
“upon cease to hold office, and all public
“ moneysthenin the hands of the Board, or
* under its control, shall be paid to the Muni-
“ cipality.”

“The area of any loenlity defined for the
« purpages of a locul Board under this Aclmay
“ from time totime be extended or contracted
* by the Governor by Order in Council.,”

New clanses, put and passed.

Mr. JAMES moved $o ingert the following
new clanse to stand in lieu of Clause 6 which
had been struck out :—

 Notwithstanding anything to the con-
“ trary contained in Section 96, or any other
“gection of the principal Act, no person—
“ other than the servants or the contractors to
« the Board of Health—shall deposit, bring,
“ gollect, bury or remove, or cause or permit to

* any sewage, goil, dung, filth, ashes, dust or
“rubbish within the limit of such part or parts
* of the jurisdiction ov area of a Local Board
“of Health as shall be defined by the
“ Board.”

New clause pnt and pnssed.

Mg. JAMES moved to add n further new
clause to the Bill as follows (to stand as Clause
21) :—* Any person offending against nny of
“ the provisions of this Act, shall,except whera
“ otherwise herein provided, be guilty of an
 offence ngninat the prineipal Act.”

New clause, put and passed.

Preamble and Title agreed to.

Bill veported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Houwzo adjourned at 11'5 o'clock, p.m.

Hegrglative Gouncl,

Thursday, 3rd October, 1895.

Lockeville Timber Mills— Luave of absence to Member
—Puarks and Rescrves Il : thivd veading—
Wesleyan Methodists (Private) Bl : second
reading :  commitiee ; third reading—Roman
Catholic Church (Private) Laads Bill: second
reading : commitiee ; third veading—d ssisted
Sehools Abolition Bill : second reading ; conmmit-
tee ; third reading—Crouwn Suits Bill : Legisla-
tive Coancil's amendments - incssaye from Legis-
latire Assembly— Building :let dmendment Hifl:
Sirst veading—Constitution Aet Amendment Bl :
wessage from Legislutive Assembly— Adjorrn-
ment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir @&. Shenton)
took the Chair st 4.30 ¢’¢lock, p.m,

LOCKEVILLE TIMBER MILLS.

Tae Hon. J. C. FOULKES asked the Minis-
ter for Mines, What steps ave being taken, ot
have been taken, by the Government to laase
the timber mills at Lockeville ?

Tag MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
‘Wittenoom)} replied: An inventory of the
property is being taken with a view to its dis-
posal. The question of leasing the mills is
being dealt with by the Government, and is
under consideration.



